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TUNING TECHNIQUES
and the 4th Vaive
for the
PROFESSIONAL EUPHONIUM

The tone produced on the Professional Euphonium is rich and meliow throughout
its entire range. The scale is true from top to bottom and the mechanics are smooth and
fluid. These are all attributes of any fine musical instrument; however, this Euphonium
is unigue in that it allows the use of the most practical tuning device known--the
HUMAN EAR.

Most tuning problems on a brass instrument occur when the 3rd valve is used in
combination with any other valve. The heart of this system is the thumb-operated,
spring-loaded tuning slide on the 3rd valve. Its main function is to assist the player in
producing the entire compass of the horn in GOOD TUNE.

if the tuning problems have now been corrected with the 3rd valve tuning slide,
what shall we do with the 4th valve? It may be used in the traditional manner, tuned to
“F" and substituted for the 1st and 3rd combination; however, here is where the bonus
becomes evident. To allow this Euphonium to be best used, itis suggested that you pull
the 4th valve slides so that low “Eb” below the staff is in tune when played with the 1st
and 4th valves. This will allow the range to be extended to low “C”, using NORMAL
FINGERINGS, with help from the 3rd valve tuning slide.



[image: image2.jpg]The low scale used is based on the low "Eb” with 1st and 4th valves. From there
down, play low “D” with 1st, 2nd and 4th {or 3rd and 4th), low “Db” with 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
(with aslight 3rd valve tuning slide puil, about 1inch), low “C" with 1st, 3rd, and 4th, plus
a larger tuning slide pull {(more than 1%z inches). If you have an occasional iow “B", use
all 4 valves, about 3 inches of tubing slide pull, and an additional pull on the 4th valve
slides

in brief, use the Professional Euphonium as a 3 valve instrument (with the 3rd valve
tuning stide) until you get down to low “Eb” below the staff, The 4th valve is not used to
improve the intonation (itisn't needeed), butas a range extender. This system is logical
and simple, enabling any performer to display a full range of musical and technical

ability.
SUMMARY
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Tune the 4th valve E by pulling 4th valve tuning slides.
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Play the entire range of your Euphonium down to % with

normal 3-valve fingerings, using the thumb-operated, spring-loaded 3rd vaive tuning
slide to adjust pitch on 1-3 and 1-2-3 combinations.

Use the 4th valve for extended range only:
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